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The USAID CARPE �n�t�at�ve began �n 2013 to susta�nably
manage forest landscapes, m�t�gate b�od�vers�ty threats �n
those landscapes, establ�sh pol�cy and regulatory
env�ronments support�ng susta�nable forest and b�od�vers�ty
conservat�on, and strengthen capac�t�es to mon�tor forest
cover change, greenhouse gas em�ss�ons, and b�od�vers�ty �n
the Congo Bas�n.

In mon�tor�ng and evaluat�ng th�s �ntervent�on, �t became
clear that cultural factors played a s�gn�f�cant role �n
determ�n�ng what �nformat�on was sens�t�ve. “Sp�r�tual
matters are g�ven a very h�gh pr�or�ty by the �nhab�tants of the
Congo Bas�n. Th�s has d�rect consequences for soc�al change
endeavors, �nclud�ng governance and development
�n�t�at�ves, because of fatal�st�c att�tudes and superst�t�ons.
People of the Congo Bas�n are reluctant to d�sclose the�r
�ntent�ons—to marry, buy a plot of land, apply for a job, or take
a tr�p — out of fear that the forces of the occult w�ll �nterfere
before the�r a�ms have been met. Secrecy �s therefore a
powerful cultural real�ty, and a pol�t�cal strategy as well.
Pol�t�cal el�tes �n Congo tend not to bel�eve �n transparency;
on the contrary, they generally adhere to the bel�ef that to
w�eld power effect�vely, �t must be done �n secret.”
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